



Blue Knights Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club
Maryland-Chapter 1
(General Membership Meeting)
Meeting Minutes
May 13, 2025
Call to order
President Byron Hope called to order the General Membership Meeting of the Blue Knights-LEMC Maryland -Chapter I at 1937 hrs. on May 13, 2025, at the FOP Lodge 89.
· [bookmark: _Hlk166557927]Reverend Bernard Taylor opened the meeting with a prayer.
· President Hope led the membership in a moment of Silence for Heaven One members. He also read the Blue Knights Pledge.
Vice President's Report
· Vice President Taylor advised the club membership that a few ideas had been brought to her attention to increase the club's exposure, making us more visible. She also related that the Capitol Hill Police officer she had been speaking with about joining had an accident on his motorcycle. He is okay and still interested in joining. VP is still encouraging him to come to a meeting. VP Taylor introduced Joseph Baker and Eric Washington for their 2nd readings. Baker is a retired Chief Master Sergeant with over 25 years of experience in law enforcement. He owns and rides a 2021 Road Glide Special. Eric Washington, a retired Prince George's County Police officer who served the agency for 25 years, owns and rides a 2022 Road Glide Special. 
· President Hope presented both candidates to the membership for admittance into the club. There was no discussion, and a unanimous vote was reached to accept their membership.   
[bookmark: _Hlk161073041]Secretary Report
· The minutes of the April 8, 2025, general membership meeting were read by Secretary Young. David Johnson made a motion to accept the minutes as read, and Harry Clarke seconded the motion. A unanimous vote approved the minutes. 
[bookmark: _Hlk144786809]Treasury Report
· [bookmark: _Hlk134378091]Treasurer Crawley provided the Treasurer's Report for April 2025, which included information regarding our final expenditures for the MDC and raffle ticket sales. The report was filed as read. Financial information is available upon request to any active member.
Payment Apps: Our Cash App ID is $BKMD01; when sending money, please indicate the purpose of your transaction in the section indicated.
President's Report
· President Hope reminded members that he would be collecting tickets and money for our "Independence Day Raffle." Each member is asked to sell a minimum of five tickets. The prizes for the raffle are as follows: 1st prize – $2,500, 2nd prize – $1,500, 3rd prize - $500. The drawing will be held on July 1, 2025, at the BOD Meeting.
· Maldonaldo Night was discussed as a 2026 event. Earl Gatewood provided the following information: The two venues being explored are FOP Lodge 89 and the Blue Dolphin. We are looking at a possible date of March 21, 2026, for the event. We are also looking for a DJ. If anyone has any suggestions, please share them with Earl Gatewood or the executive board—more information to come.  
· President Hope, Nancy, and Nat will be part of the crab feast committee, and any suggestions should be directed to them.  
· President Hope inquired about International having any more vests for sale. The price is $85, but please call the International office to check if they have your size in stock. 
BK - International News
· John Bull provided an update on the International Board of Directors' meeting proposals, which were discussed at last month's meeting. 
1. The executive board proposed an amendment changing the language in the associate membership qualifications to allow more individuals to be eligible for joining. The words' monetary compensation' were removed because countries overseas and in Canada don't provide monetary compensation to their reserve officers. This proposal was approved. 
2. There were two proposals by UK countries to reduce the hours for part-time law enforcement personnel to 15 hours a month to be considered a regular member versus an associate member. This proposal failed.  
[bookmark: _Hlk128943003]Quartermaster Report
· [bookmark: _Hlk131893024]Harry Clarke - The quartermaster has hats, belt buckles, pins, riding shirts for sale (Medium and X-Large), and badges. You can pay for these items on the Maryland-I website and contact Harry to arrange for pick-up or delivery. We need to order more riding shirts for membership. (Large, X-Large)
Past Chapter Events
· April 13, 2025, members participated in the Ride to the Tide.
· The ladies of Maryland-I (VP Taylor, Nat-Nat, Nancy Sampson), along with John Bull, represented the chapter at the Southern Regional Conference in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
· On Saturday, May 10, 2025, we had our monthly chapter breakfast at the Golden Coral in Waldorf, with 15 people in attendance.   
[bookmark: _Hlk171436555][bookmark: _Hlk124806562]Upcoming Chapter Events
· [bookmark: _Hlk184706620][bookmark: _Hlk186314751][bookmark: _Hlk124005346]April 26, 2025, the Officer's Down ride is scheduled for Wilmington, North Carolina.
· May 23-25,2025, North Carolina VIII will host the 2025 Spring MDC Conference in Greenville, North Carolina.
· May 29, 2025, the Ballou High School Prom ride.
· June 13-15, 2025, West Virginia-II will host the 30th annual Wild and Wonderful Knights in Elkins, West Virginia. 
· June 7, 2025, Lunch at Wood Grill in Charlottesville, VA.
· August 9, 2025, Maryland-I will host our Annual St. Ann's Charity event for the children. 
· From August 15 to 17, 2025, the Great Lakes Regional Conference will hold its Summer Conference, hosted by Illinois-I, in Peoria, Illinois. 
· On August 24, 2025, New Jersey-V will hold its annual boardwalk ride in Wildwood, New Jersey; more information will be forthcoming.
[bookmark: _Hlk171434851]Safety Report
· No safety report was presented at this meeting. 
[bookmark: _Hlk118181105][bookmark: _Hlk128942952]Communications
· [bookmark: _Hlk174393443]The communications officer was absent and did not provide information to be presented at the meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk142362832]Ride Committee
· [bookmark: _Hlk186323500][bookmark: _Hlk178509249]The ride committee members had no information to be presented at the meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk178525193][bookmark: _Hlk103834527][bookmark: _Hlk124009109]Good of the Chapter
· Retired Sergeant Bowden sent a thank you to the club for considering a prom escort ride for her niece. This Ride was canceled due to weather. 
· John Bull reminded everyone that the International elections are scheduled to begin on May 31 and run through June 29, 2025. If you have not received an email from Votegrity recently announcing the elections, you should check your junk mailbox. If you have not received anything, please log in to the member-only section of the BK International website and update or correct your email address. Note: You cannot use any government or business accounts.
50/50 Raffle
· No 50/50 raffle was held at this meeting.  
Attendance
· A total of 18 members attended the General Membership Meeting tonight. The list of attendees will be attached and submitted with the meeting minutes.
Adjournment
	The meeting concluded with a prayer by Reverend Bernard Taylor.
President Byron Hope adjourned the meeting at 2032 hours.
Minutes submitted by Phineas Young
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