



Blue Knights Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club
Maryland-Chapter 1
(General Membership Meeting)
Meeting Minutes
August 12, 2025
Call to order
President Byron Hope called to order the General Membership Meeting of the Blue Knights-LEMC Maryland -Chapter I at 1941 hrs. on August 12, 2025, at the FOP Lodge 89.
· [bookmark: _Hlk166557927]Secretary Phineas Young opened the meeting with a prayer.
· President Hope led the membership in a moment of Silence for Heaven One members. He also read the Blue Knights Pledge.
Vice President's Report
· Vice President Taylor introduced Michael Brown and Jason Hook for their first readings. Michael and Jason are both currently employed with the U.S. Capitol Police. Michael has served for 22 years and owns a 2022 Harley-Davidson Road Glide. Jason has served for 27 years and owns a 2014 Goldwing Valkyrie. 
· Vice President Taylor presented Mauro "Frankie" Cervantes with his official Blue Knights' membership card and stickers as she and the membership congratulated him on his first ride and participation in his first chapter event. 
[bookmark: _Hlk161073041]Secretary's Report
· The minutes of the July 8, 2025, general membership meeting were read by Secretary Young. Fred Allen made a motion to accept the minutes as read, and Robert Cox seconded the motion. A unanimous vote approved the minutes. 
[bookmark: _Hlk144786809]Treasury Report
· [bookmark: _Hlk134378091]Treasurer Crawley provided the Treasurer's Report for July 2025, which included the final information regarding our raffle ticket sales. The report was filed as read. Financial information is available upon request to any active member.
Payment Apps: Our Cash App ID is $BKMD01; when sending money, please indicate the purpose of your transaction in the section indicated.
President's Report
· President Hope reminded members that nominations for the executive leadership board will be accepted at the September general membership meeting. All positions will be open.
· Maldonaldo Night was discussed as a 2026 event. Earl Gatewood provided the following information: FOP Lodge 89 has April 4, 2026, available if we are interested in that date. He also spoke with the DJ, and he is on board. Earl also talked to the caterer, who advised that the cost for one hundred people would be $3,700. 
· Earl was asked to check for an earlier date, something in February.
· President Hope mentioned that he, along with other members of the crab feast committee, visited Boswell Hall, Knights of Columbus, a location of past crab feasts. They obtained the names of a few vendors, and the person in charge indicated that he was willing to work with us, potentially offering the same rental rates as before when we used that venue. 
· President Hope also indicated that he had a discussion with David Dillard about Martin's Crosswinds in Greenbelt, Maryland, as another possible venue. It was noted that a hotel is located right next to that venue. More information to follow.
· David "John-John" Johnson mentioned the Elk's lodge on Maryland Rt.450 as a possible venue for the crab feast. He has committed to checking with staff to see if August 8, 2026, is available and obtaining rental information to share with the committee.
· President Hope inquired about any updates on the brick-laying ceremony for Mike Williams and others at the International Office. John Bull explained that it's still on hold due to some needed repairs to the area where the bricks will be laid. Updates to follow.  
[bookmark: _Hlk128943003]Quartermaster Report
· [bookmark: _Hlk131893024]Harry Clarke - The quartermaster has hats, belt buckles, pins, riding shirts (Medium and X-Large), and badges for sale. You can pay for these items on the Maryland-I website and contact Harry to arrange for pick-up or delivery. We need to order more riding shirts for membership. (Large, X-Large)


Past Chapter Events
· On August 9, 2025, Maryland-I hosted its Annual St. Ann's Charity event for the children, with approximately 10 members in attendance. All had a good time. President Hope gave special shoutouts to Steven "Snowman" Smith and Vernon Oakes. Snowman provided stuffed animals for the children, and Vernon donated $500 to the chapter's $1,000 donation, bringing the total to $1,500.     
· On August 10, 2025, five members attended breakfast at the Golden Corral in Waldorf, Maryland.
[bookmark: _Hlk171436555][bookmark: _Hlk124806562][bookmark: _Hlk184706620][bookmark: _Hlk186314751][bookmark: _Hlk124005346]Upcoming Chapter Events
· On August 24, 2025, New Jersey-V will hold its annual boardwalk ride in Wildwood, New Jersey; more information will be forthcoming.
· August 29-31, 2025, marks the Fall Mason-Dixon Conference, hosted in Culpeper, Virginia.
· On October 19, 2025, Delaware-I will be hosting its annual Toy Run 
· [bookmark: _Hlk207633919]The 2026 Blue Knights International Conference will be held from July 19 to 25, 2026, in Calgary, Canada, and is being hosted by Alberta-V. More information is forthcoming.
[bookmark: _Hlk171434851]Safety Report
· Eric Mines' topic of discussion was "When we ride our motorcycles on a public street, can we feel as though we're safe?" He reminded members they can never ride a motorcycle absent of danger. There are always risks involved, and as riders, we must try to minimize the dangerous ones. Eric explained that we should always be constantly aware of our surroundings; he also mentioned using the Motorcycle Safety Foundation's SEE method which is S-search; you are searching the road ahead of you, always keeping your head on the swivel, aware of everything going on around you, E-evaluate; look at what you are seeing and determine how it will or will not affect you, E-execute; decide how you're going to deal with it. Eric explained roadway positioning, suggesting that you always try to position yourself in the best place to see and be seen by the other driver. This is a fluid situation because it's constantly changing as long as you're moving. Also, always leave yourself an escape route and know where it is at all times. Keep your head in the game. 
[bookmark: _Hlk118181105][bookmark: _Hlk128942952]Communications
· [bookmark: _Hlk174393443]The communications officer was not in attendance and provided no information to present at the meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk142362832]Ride Committee
· [bookmark: _Hlk186323500][bookmark: _Hlk178509249]The ride committee members had no information to present at the meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk178525193][bookmark: _Hlk103834527][bookmark: _Hlk124009109]Good of the Chapter
· John Bull advised the membership that the 2026 Blue Knights International Conference, being held July 19-25, 2026, in Calgary, Canada, has a sold-out host hotel. He further advised that if you are interested in going, you should secure your room, because the overflow hotel is also three-quarters full. 
50/50 Raffle
· There was no 50/50 raffle. 
Attendance
· A total of 24 members attended the General Membership Meeting tonight. The list of attendees will be attached and submitted with the meeting minutes.
Adjournment
	The meeting concluded with a prayer by Robert Mathis.
President Byron Hope adjourned the meeting at 2041 hours.
Minutes submitted by Phineas Young
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